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LHHR’S NEW MANUAL, 

We doabt if we could do more for the in- 
terest of the publisher of Jatr’s New Manna, | 
as it is entitled, than to lay before our readers | 
the preface to that work, written by Constan- 
tine Hering, Mi. D., of Philadelphia. There | 
are points in Dr. H’s. paper which should 
command the closest attention of every Phy- 
sician of the Homeopathic school ; that he 
may not lean so towards Allopathy, as practi- 
cally to depy the ** faith.” Why should a 
physician who professes to know and have full 
confidence in Homeopathy, be guilty of the 
absurdity of practising anvthing else? The 
principles upon which the system is based, 
are clearly defined, and experience the world 
over, proves, that these principles are not only 
rales jo guide in the art of medicine—but 
there must be exactness in their application. 
Whoever, therefore, looks for reasonable suc- 
ceas in the relief of the sick, must nct allow 
himself in the folly of combining Allopathy 


and Homeopathy. If the latter be true, it is 
adapted to every form of disease. If it is not, 
it is not true. But the objection has been 
made—the Homeopathic system is not yet so 
| perfect, to enable the practitioner to employ 
it properly under peculiar conditions of the 
human system. Admit that it is so ; does it 
follow that a practitioner ia warranted in re- 
sorting to measures, which are known to be 
uncertain at best, but often most pernicious? 
We think not. This objection does not help 
the matter at all. No one who has any con- 
fidence in Homeopathy, but must admit it to 
be the most perfect system, of which we have 
any knowledge ; if this be so, then, to resort, 
and in dangerous cases too, to aclearly proved 
false system, is conduct, that should receive 
the severest animadversion. But it is said, 

| there are some good things in Allopathy ; this 
feapsct ve. That system, has no real basis, 
‘and being without a foundation, it is as a sys- 
|tem—nothing. But the question may be ask- 
ed: are all the means employed by Allopa- 
thie Physicians in the treatment of disease 
| pernicious? Certainly not, Yet almost all 
that they have agreed among themselves, to 
rely on as the best, is in fact, Homeopathy in 
a very crude and imperfect siate. And that 
school is very slowly, and most reluctantly 

yielding up some of its errors, in proportion 
as the system and practice of Hahnemann is 

properly promulgated, And while this laud- 
able work is in progress in the Allopathic 
school, there are pretended friends of Home- 
opathy, who aid ty retard that work, by em- 
ploying real Allopathic means in dangerous 
cases of disease, because say they, in their ig- 
norance, “Homeopathy is not yet well 
enough understood to meet the emergency.” 
That all such practitioners are not sufficiently 
informed on the subject, is really the faet; 
and should be so regarded, Finally, we cover 
the whole ground, by this fact ; Homaopathy 
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has proved herself competent to accomplish 
al] that could reasonably be expected in all 
kinds and degrees of disease in every part of 
the world where it has been properly prac- 
tised, 


The following is Dr. Herring’s Preface. 


‘* T will endeavor to designate the position 
which Jahr’s Manual occupies in the Litera- 
ture of our School. ‘The variety of the ma- 
terials whica had been gradually contributed 
to our Materia Medica, rendered it a difficult 
task, even for older homaopaths, to recollect 
all that was said of the pathogenetic effects of 
our drugs in the different publications, viz; 
Six volumes of the Materia Medica Para, by 
Hahnemann ; four volumes of his Chronic 
Diseases; Hahnemano’s Observations for 
Homeopathic Practice, in Stapf’s Archiv. 
(these works containing the pathogenetic ef- 
fects of upwards of one hundred drugs ;) a 
number of provings justituted by others, and 
recorded in the Archiv ; three volames pub- 
lished under the same title as Hahnemann’s 
provings; several provings in Hartlaub and 
Trink’s Annals ; a number of single observa- 
tions in the Homa@opathic Gazette and Hygea, 
aod varivas communications in a journal 
which was undertaken for the express and sole 
purpose of publishing the results of provings 
upon the healthy, and developing the curative 
resources of the ho-ncopathic healing art. 

Several works had indeed been published 
to facilitate the finding of symptoms ; but they 
did not prove satisfactory to practitioners, in- 
asmuch as it was fi equently difficult, and even 
impossible, to discover the sought-for remedy 
by means of those works. This is the reason 
why Benninghausen’s Repertory and Jahr’s 
first Manual, which contained a succinct ex- 
position of al] the then known symptoms that 
seemed to have any importance to the au- 
thors, met with a ready sale in Germany, al- 
though by no means with the unqualfied ap- 
probation of the profession. As early as 1830 
I had expressed my doubts in various numbers 
of the Archiv, about the proprieiy of publish- 
ing our Materia Medica in a condensed form, 
even before | knew that such a thing would 
be done; and I still adhere to the opinions 
which Ithen expressed, except that the works 
above alluded to, were undertaken and ac- 
complished in a much abler manner than many 
others would have been capable of doing. 
Jahr’s first Manual was tian-lated and pub- 
lished in this country with an introduction by 





me. ‘Lhe publication of that work seemed to 
be the most appropriate way of spreading the 
homeopathic system in America. The first 
edition of that translation had not yet been 
sold, and the money which had been laid ou 
on that work by the friends of homceopathy 
had not yet been recovered, when a second 
edition of Jahr’s Manual appeared in Germa- 
ny, and soon after in France and England. 
This edition was much ,more complete than 
the former, and had been more adapted to be- 
ginners by the introduction of a number of 
pathological names and other technicalities, 
Nevertheless, the sale of the work was slow 
both here and in Germany. The work was 
censured by both parties in the homeopathic 
school, though from opposite motives. For 
those who were in the habit of using the Ma- 
teria Medica Pura, and being guided in the 
selection of a remedy by the most character- 
istic symptom’, the work was altugether too 
brief; the partisans of pathological names, 
on the contrary, demanded a still greater con- 
densation of the symptoms, 

Beginners in homceopathy in Germany, and 
by way of imitation, in America, found it more 
convenient to set themselves up as critics 
than thoroughly to study the new art. Some 
complained that there were too many reme- 
dies ; others, that the symptoms were too frag- 
mentary, or too numerous ; or that they were 
not authenticated, or had been imagined, were 
spurious, etc. Ai one time, Hahoemann’s 
quotations from older authors were found fault 
with; at another, his observations of the 
effects of drugs upon the sick were objected 
to. Now, it was proposed that the provings 
should be repeated in a different fashion, now 
that the symptoms should be differently arran- 
ged, etc. Ail these, and similar expedients 
were resorted to, as an excuse for not studying 
the Materia Medica, which is, of course, 
somewhat more difficult than to indulge in hy- 
percriticism. 

It is just as foolish to reject a thing without 
adequate reasons, as to believe it without sul- 
ficient grounds. It is equally difficult to de- 
termine the value or uselessness of the results 
of our provings. There is no true criticism 
without principles. The manner in which 
our Materia Medica has been heretofore com- 
mented upon by beginning practitioners, is 
copicd from our allopathic opponents. 

In the report of the bureau forthe Materia 
Medica, (June, 1847) the question has been 
examined how our Materia Medica can be 
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elevated to the rank of a science; in » aiher the mete editor oR with great proprie- 
words, how the materials which constitute our | ty, substituted Hahnemann’s original arrange- 
Mat. Med. can be brought under one geuerali- ; ment. 
zation. I likewise refer the reader to the sec-| Noack and Trink’s Manual is distinguish- 
ond volume of the Transactions of the Amer- | ed by the following advantages : 
ican Institute of Homeopathy. It will be seen! Ist. It is got up in a superior style. Fol- 
from that report, that the accomplishment of | low: ing the example of the former Alientown 
that object is slow and laborious, and that our | | Acade my, the headings have been printed in 
present Materia Medica is nerely a prepara- | pic ca; this facilitates the finding and compa- 
tory arrangetnent, without which, however, | ring of the symptcms. 
the grand end could not be attained. | 2d. It contains much more matier than the 
Practitioners, however, can no more than | Manual of Jahr. From both, the hom@opa- 
their patients dispense with the curative re- | thic and allopathic journals, all that is valua- 
sources of our art, until they shall have been | ble to a homeupathic practitioner, has been 
arranged into a scientific unit. To obviate | incorporated into the Manual. Nevertheless, 
the difficulry, Jatr has endeavored to collect | the additions might have been much more 
all the known pathogenetic effects of drugs, | |complete than they are; the editors have 
and to arrange them in one work, together | | overlooked much that is useful, and have 
with an indication of the symptoms which | even omitted to avail themselves of the clas- 
have been cured agreeably to the homa@opa- | sic work of Brandt Ratzeburg. A good deal 
thic law. Thesymptoms which had been ob- | has apparently been added for no other reason 
tained by the provings upon the healthy, and | than to fill up space ; this, at least, must be 
had afterwards been cured by the homeopa-| inferred from a number of additions which 
thie agent, are marked with an asterisk (*) ;' have no practical importance whatsoever. “a 
those symptoms which yielded to the operation | their haste, the editors have forgotten ten val- 
of the remedy, without being known as patho- | juable remedies, Paris quadrifolia for in- 
genetic effects, are designated by a cipher (0). | stance; the valuable additions to Selenium, 
By means of Jahr’s work, physicians enjoy | by a Viennese physician have been left out ; 
the advantage of having a complete list of all| Buchner’s important contributions in his 
the known remedies, and being made acquain- Manual of Pharmacodynamics, Cainca for 
ted with the symptoms that have, up to the | jnstance, and the provings recorded in the 
present moment, been cured by homa@opethic | British Journal of Homeopathy, have like- 
agenis. This isall that Jahr has promised to| wise been omitted. Gross’s correction of 
accomplish, and he has fulfilled his pledge | some erroneous symptoms in Mahnemann’s 
with great industry and perseverance. | Materia Medica Pura, has been left unnoti- 
Noack and Tinks have published a similar | | ced; even misprints in Hahnemann’s Chronic 
work as Jahr's, in opposition to the latier au- | Pisenaen have been copied literally, and a 
thor. This work was commenced with so, multitude of imperfections show that the edi- 
much haste, and was announced in such ators only wished to make a book, and cared 
noisy manner and with such a pompous title, | very little about anything but its external ap- 
that it was evident the sole object of the pub-| pearance. 
lication was to oppose the work of Jahr.— | 3d. In the Manual of Noack and Trinks, 
Jahr’s Manual had long left the press, and was | the pure pathogenetie symptoms, and the 
in every physician’s hands when the opposi- | symptoms which have disappeared under ho- 
tion work still dragged iis slow length along | m@opathic treatment, are printed separately, 
The American editor having made use of No- | an appendix being moreover added to many 
ack and Trink’s Manual in his publication of) remedies under the name of “ Pathological 
Jahr, it behooves us to comment upon the| Anatomy.” This is followed by a section 
former work in a brief manner. headed “ Clinical Observations,” embodying 
Both works are essentially the same. Both | a very incomplete review of the Old School 
contain the symptoms obtained by Hahne- | use of the drug, and a compilation of the 
mann, and other provers, except somewhat | cures which have been effected with the rem- 
condensed and expressed in a different lan-|edy as a homeopathic agent. The portion 
guage. In both works the order of the | devoted to homeopathic therapeutics, is fre- 
symptoms which had been adopted in Jahr’s | quently divided inte two parts, one containing 
first work, had been preserved ; for this order, | an a priori indication of the diseases in which 
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the remedy might prove useful, and the other 
embodying facts from actual experience at 
the sick-bed. 

There are different opinions about the pro- 
priety of separating the symptoms, constitu- 
ting a pathological group, and arranging them 





uncertain to be of much practical value, ang 
will, therefore, have to be revised and arran- 
ged in a new form. Take for instance, the 


article * Agariens,” where the pathologica| 


phenomena are exclusively ascribed to the 
Agaricus muscarius, (see Pheebus’ erypioga- 


singly side by side with the respective patho- | Mic poisons), whereas other essential pheno- 


genetic effects. 


From a scientific point of |mena of the same order have been left ow, 


view, it seems to be all the same, whether | Similar comments might be made on yy any 


the symptoms of a group are separated or | other drugs. 


I would likewise guard physi 


left together, provided, in the former case, | cians against the too general indications of 
they are distinguished from each other in temperaments and constitutions, in Noak and 


print; one advantage is certainly derived | 


| 


j 


Trink’s work, to which the remedies are said 


from the manner in which Jahr has arranged | to be particularly related according to preten- 


the clinical and pathogenetic 


symptoms | ded clinical observations. 


Most of those in- 


amongst each other, and this is, that Jahr’s | dications have been excogitated in the closet, 


arrangement is much more. convenient for 
consultation. If printed separately, the 
groups of symptoms can be described much 
more minutely. It seems to me, however, that 
Hahnemann’s order of the symptoms should 
not be resorted to, if the chapter on patholo- 
gical anatomy, and the clinical observations 
of the old and new school, are to be left sepa- 
rate. Such a plan would produce a good deal 
of confusion, and is far from being scientific. 
Noack and Trinks have, moreover, injured 
the cause of homeopatby by indiscriminate- 
ly mixing up the technicalities of all patholo- 
gical schools, not to mention the chemical 
etrors which have found their way into the 
work. 

The American homeopathic physicians 
owe their acknowledgements to both the edi- 
tor and publisher of Jahr’s Manual, for hav- 
ing chosen the latter work. The superiority 
of Jahr’s Manual over that of Noack and 
Trinks, will be admitted by all who will take 
the trouble of comparing the two works by 
the sources from which the materials have 
been derived. The American publisher has 
endeavored to get up the work in the same 
superior style as Noack and Trinks’ Manual, 
and will certainly surpass it in a second edi- 
tion, provided he meets with sufficient sup- 
port. The editor has, with extraordinary 
minuteness and labour, compared the two 
Manuals, and has transferred to the Manual 
of Jahr, all additional drugsvand pathogenetic 
effects contained in Noack and Trinks’ work. 
He has even transferred more matter than I 
should have deemed suitable. This remark 
is particularly applicable to the sections head- 
ed “Pathological Anatomy.” ‘What is re- 
corded in Noack and Trinks’ work under 
that head is generally too incomplete and 








and are only here and there intermingled 
with practical truths and statements, without, 
however, mentioning their authors, or record- 
ing the original expressions. Injustice has 
in this way been done to Hahnemann, Gross, 
Hartman, Helbig and others; their observa- 
tions have been made use of in disguise, and 
mixed up with a great many errors. Noack 
snd Trink’s Manual contains also speculative 
propositions for the use of remedies. The pure 
pathogenetic effects of the drug, are simply 
translated into pathological language. In the 
place of “ fluent coryza,” for example the re- 
medy is proposed for catarrhal conditions. 
For aught I care, any one is welcome to such 
trashy dogmatism. Most of those tranfers of 
the symptoms under pathological names have 
been made in such a careless manner, that 
even beginners may perceive the mistakes. 
Thus, if in an individual who had been poi- 
soned with a certain drug, the meningeal 
membranes are found injeeted, perhaps in 
consequence of the vomiting, or the loss of 
animal fluids, no truly rational man will con- 
clude from such a pathological appearance, 
that the drug is indicated in meningits ; such 
an indication evidently implies a good deal 
more than a mere resemblance of the patho- 
logical degenerations. 

The defects alluded to above, have not 
however, been trarsferred to the American 
Jahr. All that is useful in the work of Noack 
and Trinks, has been received into the Amer- 
ican publication, and will, I trust prove ac- 
ceptable to the American profession. 

I need scarcely remark, that no one hasa 
right to expect of either of the two Manuals, 
more than what they are designed to be. They 
do not profess to farnish an accurate and sci- 
entific criticism of the materials constituting 
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our Materia Medica. They simply record the less important in practice. Although every 


results obtained by practice and experimen- | 
tation, for the last fifty years. But how vast 


and important are those results! Our Mate- 
ria Medica is, like the people of this country, 
young but rich, invincible; claiming a good 
deal, and jeaving a great many claims as yet 
unsatisfied. A work which professes to be a 
mere compilation of our materials, cannot 
possibly be expected to contain a scientific and 
critical examination of the existing materi- 
als. 

While the two Manuals were forthcoming, 
a new period commenced ‘in the history of ho- 
m@opathy. The Austrian physicians had 
formed a society for the proving of drugs up- 
on the healthy, and commenced publishing the 
results of their labors in a periodical devoted 
tothatend. The undertaking of those gen- 
tlemen is of the grandest kind, and has been 
continued until the present moment, with a 
truly heroic devotion and self-sacrifice. In 
commencing their work, the Austrian provers 
considered themselves bound to heed the ob- 
jections that have been offered by our allopa- 
thie opponents, and the results of their prov- 
ings are so numerous and striking, that we 
might even now proceed with mathematical 
certainty to the triumphant vindication of 
Hahnemann’s vindication. 

At the time that a celebrated allopathic 
physician again introduced the subject of pro- 
ving, and describing the conditions under 
which it should be carried on, doubting, how- 
ever, that physicians would be willing to sub- 
ject themselves to the privations rendered ne- 
cessary by the business of experimentation, 
the Austrian physicians had already accom- 
plished their great work, with all that unti- 
ring devotion, and all the precautionary mea- 
sures, deemed necessary by the allopathic 
authority. These Austrian provings surpass 
in every respect, in science, devotion, and 
careful scrutiny, everything which had been 
accomplished before in the way of proving, 
and must, therefore, be considered the most 
important argument now in our possession, 
against the objections of our allopathic oppo- 
nents. 

These new provings, some of which have 
been translated in the Examiner, have, like- 
wise, been incorporated in the American 
Jahr. These re-provings should all be trans- 
lated in proportion as they are published to 
the world. They are powerful arguments 
against our allopathic opponents, although 


| provings, are not always tenable. 





lover of homceopathy must bestow the most 
unbounded praise and admiration on the 
Austrian provers, yet their labors do not eli- 
cit anything new; they simply confirm Hah- 
nemann’s own discoveries. I even feel dis- 
posed to think that the principles by which 
the Austrian physicians are guided in their 
The most 
massive portions of a drug are generally 
used, occasioning excessive re-actions in the 
organism, and rendering the more delicate 
effects of drogs, which can only be obtained 
from the attenuations, and are of the utmost 
consequence in practice, obscure and fre- 
quently imperceptible. Moreover, the results 
of the Austrian provings have been collated 
by the author under certain pre-conceived 
pathological generalizations, an undertaking 
which I deem inconsistent with the nature of 
drugs and their mode of action. In my 


opinion, therefore, the splendid efforts of the 
Viennese physicians have not led to corres- 
ponding results; in this country we are in the 
habit of accomplishing a good deal with the 
least possible expenditure of power. 

Would that this might prove true of the 


American publication of Jahr! There is no 
better nor more complete work than this 
American Jahr, either in Germany, France 
or England. It has not only been enriched 
with all the new matter contained in Noack 
and Trinks, but also with a number of im- 
portant additions, corrections and revisions. 
It is without an exception the most useful 
work in homeopathic practice, of any in ex- 
istence. A more complete and useful work 
cannot possibly be offered at the present time. 
Every physician is free to select from the de- 
tails which are here offered, whatever suits 
his own judgement and experience. Of course 
he must understand the businesss of selecting 
a remedy. The remedy ovght not to be se- 
lected with reference to every single case, 
but among all those remedies which seem to 
require the particular attention of the physi- 
cian, and seem to be related to the case. This 
is a truly republican mode of proceeding ; 
true republicanism exists not only in polities, 
but also in literature. The American Jahr 
has been arranged with a truly republican 
impartiality. Nothing has been left out, or 
admitted, to suit the opinions of any particu- 
lar man; who frequently obtains his reputa- 
tion with the multitude in a doubtiul manner, 
perhaps by his arrogance ; nor have the arbi- 
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trary notions of self-styled critics been heed- | second time to the same remedy if 
ed; the pathogenesis of every remedy is de-| in the same order. The resemblance between 
scribed so far as it is known, and the practi-| the two groups does not depend upon their 
tioner may use it according tc the best dis- | pathological character as defined in the books 
cretion. | but upon something entirely different. What 
This complete absence of any fixed and | appear insignificant symptoms to the patholo. 
definite plan will most probably lead toa gist, may be of the utmost importance to the 
great many different ways of using the work. | observer of drug-diseases ; and vice versa, 
All those ways may be good, and lead to the | what the latter considers unimportant, may 
desired result. It is the business of science seem of great importance to the patholo. 
to show that this diversity of methods is con- | gist. 
sistent with an absolute unity of principle. I | Upon this truth depend both the success of 
beg leave to offer a few more remarks in ref- \a homeopathic practitioner in the treatment 
erence to that point. | of disease, and the progressive development 
According to Hahnemann’s rule, the rem- | of homeopathy to the rank of a positive sci- 
edy isto be selected principally in accordance |ence. This can be shown in a more striking 
with the symptoms observed upon the healthy. and conclusive manner than anything I know 
Next to these, we may, with great caution, of in our experimental sciences. This is not 
embody in our list of the symptoms those | the place for such a demonstration. A little, 
which have been observed upon the sick. | however, may be said by way of illustration. 
The symptoms which have disappeared inci- | Let us suppose a case of headache. Our first 
dentally under the operation of the homeopa- | step would be to obtain an accurate statemen: 
thic agent, or the so-called curative symp- j of the symptoms. Even while interrogating 
toms, are the least important in rank. jthe patient, the physician will endeavor to 
In opposition to those views, a great many | determine in his own mind whether the head- 
modern homeopaths have attached the great- | ache is idiopathic or sympathetic, whether it 
est importance to the curative symptoms. arises from a gastric, rheumatic, catarrhal, ar- 


They have been published in a separate work. | thrilic, or syphilitic cause; whether it had 


This is a great error, in consequence of which , been caused by a mechanical injury, by chem- 
the boundaries of ihe Materia Medica become |ical action, by some poison ; it is of impor- 
more and more restricied, and physicians are | tance to find out whether the headache is ofa 
exposed to the danger of relapsing into the sanguineous or nervous character; whether 
uneertain routine of allopathic pumtise— iis symptoms indicate meningitis, or an orga- 
Physicians who allow themselves to be guicd- | nic affection of the brain, ete. All this is a 
ed by such superficial indications, find them- | matter of course ; without diagnosis we can- 
selves obliged to employ increasing doses, | not make a prognosis, as I have abundantly 
and even, as experience has show, to have | shown in various numbers of the Archiv. 
recourse to the most abomicable and absurd | The regimen to which the patient should be 
proceedings of the allopathic school. The | subjected, and the manner in which he should 
exclusive attention paid to the so-called cura- | be treated by his attendants, likewise depend 
tive symptoms, leads to the belief in specifics | upon the diagnosis. 

for certain pathologiccal conditions, or reme-| These things, however, lose a good deal of 
dies, that are specifically related to particular | their importance, when the question occurs to 
organs. Specifics, however, do not, and can- | select a remedy. Recurring to the case of 


not exist. 

It seems indeed strange, that symptoras 
which have been cured once, should not be 
more important, if recurring again under the 
same circumstances, than other symptoms, 
and should not always again indicate the 
same remedy. The symptoms which appa- 
rently yield to a particular remedy, frequent- 
ly depend upon some circumambient influ- 
ence, and disappear with it. The pathologi- 
cal groups contained in the Manuals, are a 
very uncertain proof that they will yield a 


headache, we may indeed think of a greater 
or less number of remedies, among which 
we ought to select one adapted to the case; 
| but we will generally find that one of our po- 
lychrests will correspond to the case, whether 
the headache will be sanguineous, or nervous ; 
gastric or rheumatic; arthricic or syphilitic ; 
All that is required is, that the characteristic 





symptoms of the case should be found among 
the sympioms of the drug. If the symptoms 
should leave us undecided between Nux vom- 
ica and Ignatia, then the disposition of the 
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patient would become the determining indica- | are frequently called upon fo cure symptoms 
tion; if the symptoms should indicate Au-/| which we are either unable to imitate in our 
ram, Argentam and Platina, we should be provings, or which we can reprodace incom- 
guided in our selection by the time of day | pletely. In one word, the totality of the 
when the paroxysm is apt to occur; beiween , know n drug sympioms corresponds so little 
Pulsatilia and Staphysagria we would be | to the totality of the known symptoms of dis- 
determined in our choice by the disposition | ease, that they must be looked upon as two 
of the patient and the side of the body where distinct series of phenomena. They are op- 
the symptoms occur. Asa matter of course, | posed to each other both in general aud pare 
all that which determines the selection of a | ticular; hetce it is that we possess a mullti- 
remedy, is of the greatest importance in prac-|\ude of remedies for every case of disease 
tice; and this happens to be precisely the which is not accurately defined, for every 
very thing jwhich the pathological philoso- | general pathological form of disease, for ‘hy- 
pler is apt to overlook. | pergesthesnes and anetheses, spasm and pa- 
{ do not mean to say that some remedies |ralysis, congestions, hyperemia, plilogosis, 
may not correspond more frequently than | hemorrhage and anemia, rheumatism and 
others to certain diseases. This, however, | catarth, fever and ague, eruptions, eic. These 
has not yet been proven; and in drawing | remedies increase with every new proving, 
distinct lines of demarcation between disea-| and it would ultimately become very difficult 
ses, and assigning certain remedies to any of to select a remedy, if the older remedies, 
them exclusively, the more important symp- | Whose pathogenetic effects have been carefully 
tomsof the drug are sometimes overlouked, | investigated and described, did not effect a 
to the great detriment of the patient. Ever | cure even in the most varied affections. If 
since Aconite has been supposed to be prin-| we required a strict resemblance between the 
cipally indicated in inflammatory affections, | pathological appearances vccasioned by the 
the study of its symptoms has been very | drag and those which characterize the dis- 
much neglected, and i: is used less and less | ease, if in the case of measles we woud em- 
in various non-inflammatory ‘diseases, where ploy no remedies, except such as produce a 
it is, however, the only curative agent. On| true measie-eruption, we would be unable to 
the other hand, it is employed in many in-| fiad any, although we have a vast number 
flammatory diseases where it not only does! which produce red spots and cararrhal symp- 
no good, but pesiive injury, inasmuch as it} toms. Bat suppose we should finally succeed 
falsifies the character, and uselessly protracis | in 1e-producing true measie spots, we would 
the course of the disease. If Acunite be use-!be greatly mistaken, if we concluded that 
ful in many oon-inflammatory diseoses and the remedy is therefore a specific for measles. 
be of no avail in many inflammatory disea- It may effect a cure in many cases, and may 
ses, it is foolish to consider that agent exclu- even be the only remedy in epidemic measles, 
sively an antiphlogistic, and the selection of! but there my also be cases where it is of no 
Aconite in acase oi disease must depend up- | avail. "his same remark applies likewise 
on something more than the inflammatory to other drugs which have not yet produced 
sympoms. | measle sputs, either because they never will, 
li has been attempted to narrow down the lor have not yet been sufficiently proved. In 
curative action «f Colocynth to certain forms |the measles of 1840—1841, for instance, I 
of neuralgia. This will not prevent a true | gave Antimonium crudum with great success, 
homee»pathie physician from employing Col-| before I knew that the highest potencies of 
ocynth ia dysentery, dropsy, mental depres- |this agent produce an eruption resembling 
sion or affections without any pain, provided that of measles. My choice was determined 
the symptoms correspond. | by the similarity existing between ihose two 
I ought to advert to a great error which is | agents. 
frequently committed in the appreciation of; It may, therefore, be said, that the similari- 
the pathogenetic symptoms. Among these |ty between the pathological changes of the 
symptoms, the pains generally preponderate, | drug and those of the disease, is of very lit- 
and seem to invite most particularly our at-|tle, if any, consequence. He who pursues 
tention. This applies, for instance, to the di-| this route, will gradually be led to overlook 
arrhoea, coryza and vertigo. In real diseases | the true law of similarity altogether ; he will 
the symptoms exhibit different relations. We | engulf himself in the opinions and empiri- 
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eism; he will alight upon what Girtanner, a 
distinguished allopathic physician, has denom- 
inated “the dunghbill,” which the old school 
physicians have been constructing jor the 
last iwo thousand years. 

How much clearer is the path which Hah- 
nemann has opened for us! If we endeavor 
to find out the truly characteristic symptoms 
of a case—not the pathological changes—and 
select a remedy on account of its possessing 
similar charactistic symptoms, we wi!! in 
most cases, be able to perform brilliant cures, 
provided we possess remedies ha:iig those 
symptoms,—and we will, moreover, observe 
an important fact, which deserves to be noti- 
ced, inasmuch as it confirms the correctness 
of the path pointed out by Hahnemann, and 
invites us to pursue it with perseverance and 
vigour. The fact ailuded to is this, that the 
characteristic symptoms of a drug are, in 
many cases of disease, met with even to the 
minutest particulars. This is the best proof 
for the truth of homm@opathy and the geou- 
ineness of our provings, and moreover shows 
that Hahnemann’s method of selecting a re- 
medy, is the only correct one. It is a_re- 
markable fact that the pathogenetic effects of 





thogenetic symptoms should be confirmed by 
cures, these have an incalculable value. }; 
is not the same, however, whether we record 
our cures to confirm the coincidence acciden- 
tally existing between the sympioms of the 
disease and some pathological torm, or wheth- 
er we wish to corroborate the eharacieristic 
pathogenetic effects of our drugs. lo teach- 
ing that Staphysagria, for instance, is an im- 
poriant remedy for affections arising from 
chagrin with indignation or from a deep 
sense of insulted feeling, particularly when 
the patient flings away the things which he is 
holding in his hand, (or pushes away trom 
him the things that are standing before hin 
on the table, Hering), Hahnemann bas fur- 
nished us one of the most accurate indica- 
tions of that agent in the most varied diseas- 
es, a8 frequently occur in children. If, how. 
ever, we mean to show by the records of our 
experience that Staphysagria “ is principally 
suitable to affections of the lower tissues 
characterized by a tendency to hypertrophy.” 
(Noack and Trinks,) which may be said o! 
one half of our drags, apd probably also u{ 
the other, yet unknowm half, we entangle 
ourselves in a maze of words which are ab- 
solutely valueless w a practitioner.” 





Nux vomica and Pulsatilla, obtained by Hab- 
wemann in the years of 1790—1810, in a dis- | 
tant country, are confirmed ia every particu- 
lar by provings instituted ai the present time | 
in different couniries, among different nations 
and races. This must have been noticed by | 
every homeopathic physician. A most in-, 
teresting example of such a confirmatiun of | 
our provings is relaied by Baenninghausen in | 
the fifleenth volume of the Archiv, in the 
case of Pulsatilia, which no correct observer | 
will doubt, and will, on the conirary, be able 
to corroborate by similar cases from his own 
experience. 

Does noi this complete similarity of the 
symptoms of tlhe disease, which are {requent- 
ly the result of the most varied influences, 
and of the drug-sy:nptoms which are observ- 
ed on different provers having nothing in 
common with each other, show that we are 
pursuing a path that not only leads to cures, 
but will ultimately lead to a scientitic con- 
struction of the Materia Medica, of which 
modern pathologists do not seein to have any 
idea? Such groups of symptoms may, of 
course, be wrapped up in a pathological cloak, 
but this will merely serve to disguise their cor- 
rectness and truth. 

Insofar as it is of importance that the pa- 








We have not toom for any more of H's 
paper ; the remaining part, however, covsisis 
of only afew paragraphs, and of not much 
importance. 


WHAT SHALL WE DO? 

This namber completes te 2d Vel. of the 
“ Americau Journal of Homeopathy.” ‘The 
characier of this periodical is now well un- 
dersiood. Physicians of our schvol, and the 
friends of Homeopathy, can judge whether 
our labors bave been of any use in the pro- 
mulgation of a true sysem of healing; aad it 
is to them we look for a speedy answer to the 
question—‘ What shall we do?’ The amouat 
received from subscribers has fallen short ol 
paying the cost of publication, and we are 
much ia advance. Now, if we add four pa- 
gesto the Journal, and issue it monthly, and 
our present paying subscribers continue their 
subscriptions it would relieve us of a pecuniary 
burden ; but if it is thought best to publish it 
as heretofore, those who bave received it and 
have not paid, must remit the amount due, 
immediately, that we may know their answetf 
to the question,— W hat shall we do? 
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